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The South Carolina Governor’s School for Agriculture family was out in full force to welcome Congressman Jeff Duncan.

FROM THE PRESIDENT...
For agriculturalists and educators alike, 

springtime brings strong sentiments of excitement, 
hope, and endless opportunities. Those same 
emotions are what students in our first graduating 
class are feeling right now.

Take a moment to reflect on your senior 
year of high school. I vividly recollect all of the 
moments leading up to my graduation. Receiving 
college acceptance letters, graduation regalia 
being delivered, graduation practice, FFA 
awards banquet, school awards and honors 
day, baccalaureate services, and of course, 
family celebrations. Most of our seniors are 
college-bound and have been accepted to 
major universities across the country. While it is 
bittersweet for them to leave us, we are so excited 
to see our inaugural graduating class prepare 
to enter into the real world. Our commencement 
ceremony will be held May 27 at 5 p.m. on the 
Governor’s Green.

This month’s newsletter is packed with our 
students’ achievements. This group of young 
people never fail to amaze me! Since our last 

newsletter, we have had several 4-H and FFA state 
winners and livestock show champions. We are also 
extremely proud of the 2022 Miss SC FFA, Caitlyn 
Krout. All of our teachers have worked diligently to 
prepare them for all of their successes. 

South Carolina Congressman Jeff Duncan and 
members of his staff visited campus recently. 
Our students were able to showcase their SAE 
projects and have discussions with him about their 
experiences here. Meeting a congressman on such 
a personal level would rarely happen at a normal 
high school. He left campus singing the praises of 
our students and the school. 

In conclusion, we hope you have a productive 
spring planting season, and we look forward to 
seeing many of you at our upcoming events on 
campus. As always, thank you for entrusting us with 
your children’s education.

Respectfully,

Timothy R. Keown
President
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CONGRESSMAN JEFF DUNCAN VISITS JDLH
Congressman Jeff Duncan gently 

scratched the nose of a horse led 
across our open-air arena by Caitlyn 
Krout of Fair Play and listened as the 
student explained the finer points 
of competing in horse shows and 
caring for her trusty steed.

The depth of knowledge and 
confidence exhibited by the young 
equestrian impressed Duncan, who 
is himself a veteran horseman. 

“To talk with these kids, they have 
their horses, and they’re involved in 
different activities, learning how to 
take care of the animal, becoming 
a partner with that animal and 
then going out and competing and 
winning,” he said. “I’m glad the 
Governor’s School has this type of 
program.”

The newly-constructed equine 
center here at the South Carolina 
Governor’s School for Agriculture 
was one of more than a dozen 
stops Rep. Duncan made around 
our sprawling campus Monday 
morning April 11 as he toured. The 
congressman’s visit came at the 
invitation of teacher Hunter Morton 
and student Anna Grace Cross 

of Clinton during a recent visit to 
Washington, D.C., for a national 
agriculture conference.

“How can you not be impressed 
with what a great program this 
is? I’m glad the Governor’s School 
has set this up for folks interested 
in agriculture, which is almost a 
dying art,” Rep. Duncan said after 
the tour, led by school president 
Tim Keown and principal Greg 
Thompson.

“This is exposing these youngsters 
to so much, from field trials to 

equine and cattle operations. It’s 
just a wonderful program, and I 
want to see it be successful,” Rep. 
Duncan added.

School leaders designed the tour 
to showcase the wide variety of 
agriculture-based courses offered 
here at John de la Howe in addition 
to our core academic studies. The 
first stop was at the show cow barn, 
where student Austin Landreth of 
Simpsonville detailed the care and 

continued on Page 3

Congressman Duncan visits with Caitlyn Krout and her horse at the equine center.
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training of his prized cow Peach.
“It was great to see how these 

kids are putting what they’re 
learning here and going out and 
competing, winning ribbons and 
representing the state so well,” Rep. 
Duncan said after the presentation.

Deeper into the campus, the 
congressman met with the school’s 
history club at the tomb of Dr. John 
de la Howe, the French Huguenot 
physician who willed his lakeside 
property to the Agriculture Society 
of South Carolina. The first school 
here was organized in 1797.

Following a stop at the 
education center, Rep. Duncan 
joined members of the school field 
trial team as they demonstrated the 
training of their hunting hounds.

“I love watching dogs work, 
whether I’m hunting behind a brace 
of bird dogs or I’m duck hunting. It 
takes training,” the congressman 
said as he watched the dogs run. 
“I’ve trained a Boykin Spaniel to be 
a retriever, so I understand all the 
time and effort that goes into it. It’s 
great to see these youngsters out 
here getting involved in this sport. 
Too many people are getting out 
of hunting, and to see this activity 
will engage them and hopefully 
get them to continue to enjoy the 
outdoor sports.”

The tour concluded with a visit to 
one of the student residence halls 
and a photo opportunity on the 
12-acre Governor’s Green at the 
center of campus. As he departed 
for a luncheon at the McCormick 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
Rep. Duncan pledged his ongoing 
support for the Governor’s School 
for Agriculture mission to grow the 
future leaders of South Carolina’s 

$46.2 billion agriculture industry.
“We’re going to do whatever we 

can at the federal level to make 
sure it’s a success and encourage 
my friends in the state legislature 
to continue funding it at a level it 
needs,” he said. “There’s so much 

benefit for these youngsters and 
what they’re going to come out of 
here with – real-life experiences, 
things they can apply every day. It’s 
not just book-learning; it’s a lot of 
other things they’re learning here at 
John de la Howe.” 

continued from Page 2

Mr. Sargent teaches Congressman Duncan and his history club students about 
lichen during a visit to Dr. de la Howe’s tomb.

Our student government leaders Anna Grace, Jason and Trey welcomed 
Congressman Duncan to campus at the President’s House. 
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REP. DUNCAN PRAISES STUDENTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
As part of National Agriculture 

Week celebrations across America 
in late March, U.S. Rep. Jeff Duncan 
acknowledged the hard work and 
dedication of students and staff 
here at John de la Howe with a 
shout-out on his Facebook page.

Rep. Duncan called our students 
“South Carolina’s future leaders in 
the agriculture industry” and said 
“John de la Howe is training up the 
next generation of South Carolina’s 
leaders in the agriculture industry 
to meet the demands of modern 
farms by providing a challenging, 
hands-on agricultural education in 
areas like agriculture, agribusiness, 
forestry, land management (and) 
food science.”

National Agriculture Week is 
observed annually by the Agriculture 
Council of America, a Kansas-based 
nonprofit organization dedicated 
to increasing public awareness of 
agriculture’s vital role in our society. 
The highlight of the week is National 
Agriculture Day, celebrated this 
year on Tuesday, March 22.

Congressman Duncan’s public 

acknowledgement of our school’s 
diverse and growing student 
population followed a March 8 
visit by JDLH ag teacher Hunter 
Morton and student Anna Grace 
Cross of Clinton to Rep. Duncan’s 
Washington office. They were in 
the nation’s capital to attend the 

three-day National Young Farmer 
Educational Association’s annual 
“Agriculture’s Promise” Conference.

“Agriculture’s Promise” gave 
agriculture teachers and students 
from around the U.S. the chance to 
visit with their congressional leaders 
and other policymakers.

Congressman Jeff Duncan (center) welcomed Mr. Morton and Anna Grace Cross 
to his Washington office during a recent visit.

J.D. Miller of Edgefield, one of our Aggies, claimed 
the prize for Highest Overall Shooter at the South 
Carolina Peach Council’s 1st annual Sporting Clay 
Tournament at the National Wild Turkey Federation’s 
Palmetto Shooting Complex on March 25. The JDLH 
shotgun team participated in the event as guests of 
the South Carolina Peach Council. 

TOP GUN AT NWTF



Tradd Cotter will speak at the JDLH Dairy Barn later this month.

MUSHROOM EXPERT TO SPEAK AT DAIRY BARN ON APRIL 21
World-renowned mushroom 

expert and author Tradd Cotter will 
visit the John de la Howe campus on 
Thursday, April 21 for a public event 
at the dairy barn.

Mr. Cotter will offer his 
presentation, “Opportunities With 
Fungi That Can Change The World,” 
at 6:15 p.m. There will be a social 
hour at 5 p.m. featuring food truck 
items for sale by Michelle’s and 
live music from Voyagers. A book-
signing will follow.

Seating is limited to 150 tickets. 
Advance tickets may be purchased 
for $6 at the school library and at 
the McCormick County Chamber of 
Commerce office, 100 Main Street 
in downtown McCormick. 

Mr. Cotter is a microbiologist 
and best-selling author who grew 
up near Charleston but now owns 
and operates Mushroom Mountain, 
a 26-acre farm and research facility 

near Easley in Pickens County. He 
is regarded as one of the premier 
authorities in mycology, the study 
of fungi (including mushrooms), 
and has been featured in National 
Geographic magazine.

In 2015, he published his book, 
Organic Mushroom Farming and 
Mycoremediation. It was described 
as a “comprehensive introduction 
to growing and utilizing fungi (that) 
has something for all mushroom-
inclined readers, be they individuals 
curious about growing edible fungi 
in their backyards or basements, 
prospective mushroom farmers 
setting up large growing systems, 
educators from kindergarten 
to college levels, or innovators 
experimenting with eco-friendly 
materials.”

The book is just part of Mr. 
Cotter’s larger mission with fungi.

“To me, this book is much more 

than a cultivation guide. It is about 
healing the people and the planet, 
one mushroom and one cultivator 
at a time, reversing destructive 
cycles into creative forces,” he is 
quoted as saying on his Amazon.
com profile. “If we think with an 
opportunistic yet minimalistic 
approach much like a mushroom, 
taking what it needs to survive 
and then returning resources to 
its ecosystem so they can be used 
by others, the future looks like 
somewhere I want to be.”

During his talk, Mr. Cotter will 
discuss practical techniques for 
growing mushrooms, including 
building materials, medicinal 
compounds, soil building and 
cultivation. He also will explore the 
latest research into mushrooms and 
what innovations could be on the 
horizon involving fungi and human 
civilization. 
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AGGIES CLAIM TWO STATE FFA CHAMPIONSHIPS

The South Carolina Governor’s 
School for Agriculture was well-
represented at the State FFA 
Championships, where Aggies 
brought home TWO State 
Championships! Our FFA State Dairy 
Cattle Evaluation Team picked up 
a first-place win, and Sierra Tinsley 
won the Highest Individual in the 
state. Lee Fulmer and JC Chandler 
achieved a tie for second place in 
the individual category, and Lyle 
Fulmer took the 4th place award for 
the highest individual. 
Congratulations to our Aggies and 
their coach Mrs. Libby Templeton for 
their hard work.
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Susan Jones, the incoming 
president of the South Carolina 
Beekeepers Association, visited 
the JDLH campus in late March to 
lead our students and teachers 
in the installation of six new bee 
packages into hives located in 
our field. About 60,000 bees and 
their queens found new homes 
in hives prepared by students in 
Mr. Mann’s class, and our Aggies 
have begun their certification 
training as beekeepers. Ms. 
Jones will present a public 
workshop called Introduction to 
Beekeeping on Thursday, April 28 
at the Education Center.

THE LATEST BUZZ
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In early February, students in Mr. Morton’s aquaculture class 
enjoyed a hands-on conservation project, submerging former 
Christmas trees in nearby Lake Thurmond. These trees provide 
an ideal habitat for bluegill, crappie, largemouth bass and 
other aquatic species, providing shelter and a potential food 
source for these fish.

RECYCLING CHRISTMAS TREES

On a sunny afternoon in mid-February, our students visited with professionals from across the forestry industry at 
Forestry Career Day, presented by the Forestry Association of South Carolina. Representatives from the Forestry 
Association’s Young Professionals taught our Aggies about available career opportunities in forestry and presented 
demonstrations to inspire these future leaders of the Palmetto State’s forestry industry.

FORESTRY CAREER DAY
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AN OLD-FASHIONED BARN-RAISING
Students in our Ag Mechanics and Ag Structures classes recently worked to repair a barn on campus using lumber 
produced here at the school’s sawmill. The class project provided our Aggies valuable hands-on experience with 
some of the everyday duties of running a successful farm.

Several of our students, Principal Greg Thompson 
and our library director Jennifer Brown recently visited 
South Carolina State University in Orangeburg as part 
of our ongoing partnership with the college and its SC 
State 1890 Research & Extension program.

Colette Alston of Evans, Ga., Valeria Vazquez of Fort 
Mill, Jake Simpson of Iva and Jaquez Perry of Wadley, 
Ga. were the Aggies who opted to visit the SC State 
campus in March.

Last year, South Carolina State established a new 
College of Agriculture, Family & Consumer Sciences. 
A few months later in September, our school inked 

a partnership agreement with SC State to explore 
possibilities in agriculture together.

During their recent visit to Orangeburg, our students 
toured the campus and received information on the 
new Agriculture Innovation Scholarships and other 
academic support services offered at SC State. They 
participated in a question-and-answer session with 
Dr. William Whittaker, interim dean of the College of 
Agriculture, Family & Consumer Sciences, about the 
degree programs offered at the university

Our students also explored opportunities in the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) internship program.

AGGIES AND BULLDOGS UNITE AT SC STATE CAMPUS
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FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE
Students in Mr. Morton’s forestry 
class participated recently in a 
controlled burn on campus. This 
hands-on learning opportunity 
familiarized these students with this 
fire suppression technique often 
prescribed by the state Department 
of Natural Resources and other 
agencies to help prevent wildfires.  
Prescribed burning eliminates 
underbrush and other natural fuels 
for fire, such as fallen leaves and 
pine needles.

Students in our “Real World” class recently learned the basics of winter twig identification with guidance from Sue 
Watts, Education Coordinator at the South Carolina Botanical Garden at Clemson University. As part of the class, 
our Aggies planted a male yaupon tree on campus while enjoying a spot of tea made from yaupon leaves – the 
only caffeinated plant native to North America.

WINTER TWIG IDENTIFICATION
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NATIONAL FFA WEEK CELEBRATIONS
Our Aggies in blue-and-gold celebrated National FFA Week both on-campus and off-campus. Our school’s local 
FFA chapter launched the week-long celebration with an advocate breakfast attended by our Board of Trustees 
chairman Hugh Bland and his wife Lisa, among other dignitaries. They also attended the South Carolina FFA 
Legislators Appreciation Day at the State House in Columbia.
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Our Floriculture Career Development Event (CDE) team visited Deason’s Flowers in Abbeville to practice their 
floral arranging just before the statewide Floriculture Competition in mid-March at Spartanburg Community 
College. Our thanks to Deason’s for the opportunity to gain hands-on experience.

FLORICULTURE ON THE ROAD

Leigh Bouknight from Sweet Jo’s 
Floral Decor LLC in Johnston, S.C., 
visited Mrs. Miller’s Floriculture 
class to educate our Aggies on the 
floral industry and how to create an 
arrangement. This was a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to 
have a hands-on experience while 
learning what makes a florist 
business successful.

FLORICULTURE VISIT



THE AGGIE REPORT 
Page 13

April 2022

In late January, a delegation of Aggies visited the State Capitol in Columbia for a House Ways and Means 
Committee budget meeting. Our students got a firsthand look at the legislative process in action and met with 
several state legislators, including Rep. Shannon Erickson of Beaufort County; Rep. Patrick Haddon of Greenville 
County; and Rep. Randy Ligon of Chester and York counties. We thank our lawmakers for their kindness and 
hospitality extended to our students and faculty.

AGGIES WITNESS GOVERNMENT IN ACTION
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AG
FEST

It was a tremendous day on Saturday, March 5 when 
hundreds of visitors and Aggie family converged on the JDLH 
campus for Ag Fest 2022. Events included the livestock 
show, a youth field trial, the inaugural Governor’s Classic 
fishing tournament and more fun for the entire family. Here 
are a few memorable scenes from that spectacular day!
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Caitlyn Krout of Fair Play was 
recently crowned 2022 Miss FFA 
during ceremonies at Lander 
University. She also was honored 
with the highest application score. 
Anna Grace Cross of Clinton was 
named second runner-up and 
earned highest interview score. 
Kyleigh Adams-Banks of Laurens 
and Hadleigh Corcoran of Van Wyck 
also participated in the annual 
scholarship pageant.

MISS FFA 2022
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ROLLING IN THE DOUGH
Trey Haddon, one of our distinguished seniors, recently brought home two giant scholarship checks to assist with 
his education after graduating this June. He picked up the $1000 Raider Rumble Swine Showdown Scholarship 
at Laurens in late March, and previously he had won another $1,000 as the S.C. State Cattlemen’s Association 
Scholarship winner in February.

JC Chandler captured first place at 
the South Carolina FFA Association 
Region Two Extemporaneous 
Speech LDE in late March at 
Laurens High School, while Anna 
Grace Cross placed second 
in Region Two Prepared Public 
Speaking. Both are now qualified 
for the state contest coming up this 
summer.

TOP SPEAKERS



The Palmetto AgriBusiness Council 
(PABC) recently presented our 
school with a donation to promote 
attendance. Libby Templeton, our 
4-H advisor, and a delegation of 
students attending 4H Legislative 
Day accepted the funds on 
behalf of the school. Through 
legislative, regulatory and economic 
development initiatives, members 
of the PABC collaborate to address 
issues that impact all segments of 
agribusiness in South Carolina.

AGRIBUSINESS DONORS
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McCormick County 4-H Youth 
Development and Natural 
Resources agent Jaime Pohlman 
and her assistant Riley McNally 
recently led students from 
our Real World class in a 4-H 
Engineering Challenge. Our 
intrepid Aggies learned about 
rocket science, then created 
and launched their own model 
rockets.

LAUNCH TIME
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Students in our Carolina residence hall captured the coveted GPA championship belt, awarded quarterly to the 
residence hall with the highest grade point average for that grading period. These hard-working students were 
honored at one of the daily morning student meetings in February.

2ND QUARTER TITLEHOLDERS

Several students from our school 
competed in the Mr. FFA Contest 
held at Pendleton High School in 
February. Jake Simpson finished as 
1st Runner-Up, while JC Chandler 
was named Mr. SAE and Lee Fulmer 
won best dancer.

MISTERS FFA
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Among the valuable skills our 
students learn in their courses is 
welding. Here, several students 
practice their skills that will 
prove valuable in the day-to-day 
operations of their farms.

SOLID SKILLS TRAINING

Cordell Swygert of Leesville 
earned top honors in the welding 
skill portion of the State Ag Mech 
Career Development Event at 
Clemson with a perfect score. The 
Governor’s School for Agriculture’s 
Ag Mech Team finished in sixth 
place overall in the competition.

STATE’S TOP WELDER
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EQUINE TRAINING
A group of students of Mrs. Templeton’s class participated in horse judging, hippology, and horse bowl training 
at the nearby Connie Maxwell Children’s Ministry in Greenwood. The session was led by Greenwood County 4-H 
Extension agent Lucy Wetzel Charping.

LIVESTOCK JUDGING TEAM
A talented group of Aggies took second place in the State 4-H Livestock Judging Team competition in early April 
at Clemson. Trey Haddon, JD Miller, Jake Simpson, and Anna Grace Cross are members of the team. Anna Grace 
also won second place high individual overall.
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